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SOCIETY CALENDAR 2005/2006 

Saturday 29th October 2005 
At the British Philatelic Centre, 107 Charterhouse 

Street, London EC1 
10.30 am 	Auction lots to be set out for viewing 
11.00 am 	Society's AGM 
12.00 	 Tony Chilton competition judging, 

followed by the presentation of the 
Tony Chilton salver 

12.30 pm 	Lunch in a nearby restaurant, plus 
further viewing of auction lots 

2.00 pm Society's annual "live" auction. 
The meeting is expected to close by about 4.30 pm 

Saturday 25th March 2006 
At the British Philatelic Centre, 107 Charterhouse 

Street, London EC1 
11.00 am to approx. 4.00 pm 
In the morning (nothing fixed at present) This will be 
followed after lunch by members' displays. Members are 
asked to bring along a maximum of 30 sheets each and 
to give a display of not more than 10 minutes with a 
further 10 minutes for viewing. 

We will arrange to eat in one of the restaurants 
close by, and all members are invited to join in. The cost 
is not likely to be more than £10 each, including wine. 
Members who would like to bring their own food to the 
centre can eat their lunch in the meeting room (but  

nowhere else). You are not allowed to bring in drinks 
purchased outside the building. Sorry, but these are the 
Centre's rules. 

Saturday 10th June 2006 
At Swinpex, St Joseph's Lower School, Queen's 

Drive, Swindon, 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm. Members are invited 
to display up to 30 sheets from their collection and to give 
a short explanation of about 10 minutes maximum. There 
will be plenty of dealers at this event, so there will be 
ample opportunity to add to your collection, and there is 
an excellent catering facility run by Swindon Society. 

Swinpex is open from 10.00 am to 4.30 pm 

Saturday 28th October 2006 
At the British Philatelic Centre, 107 Charterhouse 

Street, London EC1 
10.30 am 	Auction lots to be set out for viewing 
11.00 am 	Society's AGM 
12.00 	 Tony Chilton competition judging, 

followed by the presentation of the Tony 
Chilton salver 

12.30 pm 	Lunch in a nearby restaurant, plus 
further viewing of auction lots 

2.00 pm 	Society's annual "live" auction. 
The meeting is expected to close by about 4.30 pm 
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I am grateful to our member David M. 
Williams of Cheltenham who has written in response 
to my comments in the last 'Chat', and if space 
permits perhaps our Editor can squeeze in his 
comments in this issue.* 

I am sure our Editor would like to receive 
reports of the various postal stationery finds that 
members come across, especially whilst on holiday, 
so do drop him a line, with if possible an illustration, 
of any 'goodies' you find. 

Peter O'Keeffe 
*See "Notes from the Editor's Desk" p 20 

CHAIRMAN'S CHAT - AUGUST 2005 
In recent issues of our journal, we have had 

reports of the 'Sloper' perforation used on Postal 
Stationery postcards as a means of cancelling, 
instead of a postmark. The 'Sloper' marks have 
either been a series of dots in the shape of an arrow, 
or a punched 'clip' at the side, similar to those used 
to clip bus or train tickets. Unfortunately for 
collectors of postal material, neither of these 
markings showed the dates of usage. Most perfins 
were just the initials of a company, a full name or a 
symbol and the idea of stamps etc. being perfinned 
was to prevent people from reusing cards again. In 
the case of stamps it was to deter people from 
cashing in illegally acquired, unused stamps at a 
Post Office. 

In my accumulation I have found an 1883 
Queen Victoria 1d brown postal stationery postcard 
(Huggins CP15a) with a two line "BIRK / BECK" 
perfin with a London W.C. postmark of the 16th 
January 1892, addressed to Larnaca in Cyprus. It is 
hand-written and is from the Birkbeck Bank in 
Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane, London 
W.C. acknowledging a letter and enclosures. It does 
not have a rubber stamp impression or cachet of the 
bank, nor a Cypriot arrival mark. The perfin is 
sideways on, directly through the 'stamp', as 
illustrated. 

I must say that I have seen very few perfinned 
postal stationery items and presumably not too 
many have survived, but no doubt some of you will 
write in to disprove that theory. 

SECRETARY'S NOTES - AUGUST 2005 

SWINPEX 11th JUNE 2005 
Swinpex this year was another successful 

event for both the Society and the southern half of 
England. There was the usual number of dealers 
present to tempt hard earned cash from our pockets, 
the Wiltshire Federation held its annual convention 
and 16 sheet competition, and of course the Society 
had a regional meeting in the afternoon. All in all, a 
very enjoyable day. 

Eight members and one guest attended the 
meeting and it was very pleasing to see some new 
faces as well as meeting up with more familiar ones. 
Thanks to those members who had more than one 
meeting to attend but made the effort to pop in to 
see us. 

Six of our members showed material, George 
King starting things off with Isle of Man stationery. 
He showed illustrated postcards, some of which 
were impressed with two commemorative stamps 
rather than the usual one, followed by a 
comprehensive range of registered envelopes. 

Although the Isle of Man has only been an 
independent postal administration for about 30 
years, they have still managed to issue a large 
amount of stationery. 

Arthur Roberts followed on with some special 
padded envelopes sold by Sainsburys, used for 
sending CDs in the post, plus printing errors on 
airletters and a pair of Welsh postnotes issued in 
Cardiff. 

John Barker took us back to the last century 
with a wonderful display of German lettercards 
starting in 1897, and showing how these developed 
over time. This included the type of card used, 
gumming variations, perforations problems and the 
general make up of these items. 

Neil Sargent took us on a trip to West Africa 
with stationery from Oil Rivers, Niger Coast and 
Southern Nigeria (all eventually making up the area 
known as Southem Nigeria between 1900 and 
1912). His display included nearly all the postcards, 
envelopes and registered envelopes produced in 



The Postal Stationery Society Journal. Volume 13 No.3 	 August 2005 

this period. He described this as a neat area for 
philatelists, since there are only these issues to 
collect. 

Mike Smith gave a detailed account of the 
shields used to overprint the adhesive stamps on 
Orange Free State postcards, showing how the 
same printing blocks were used on other items such 
newspapers, posters and residence permits. He also 
included errors where the stamps had been 
incorrectly stuck on the postcards giving rise to 
`upside down' shields. 

Colin Baker finished the meeting with a 
display of British Post Office and STO issues of 
George VI stationery, including postcards, 
newspaper wrappers and registered envelopes. 

THE SOCIETY'S AGM, 29TH OCTOBER 2005 
The Society will be holding its Annual General 

Meeting this year at 11.00am on Saturday 29th 
October 2005 at 107 Charterhouse Street, London. 
If any member would like to raise a matter for 
discussion would they please notify the secretary so 
that it can be included in the meeting agenda, and if 
necessary a response prepared in order that it can 
be dealt with at the meeting rather than later in the 
year. This does not preclude members from raising 
matters under "Any Other Business". 

PROPOSED NEW AUCTIONEER 
I am very happy to be able to report that one 

of our members, Neil Sargent, has offered to take 
over the role of Society's Auctioneer, as our present 
Auctioneer, Mike Smith is now the Deputy 
Chairman. This is a committee appointment, but 
Neil will also be standing as a committee member at 
the AGM this October. Members will be informed of 
the full details of the change in auctioneer in the 
November Journal. 

TONY CHILTON COMPETITION 
Don't forget to get your entries ready for the 

Tony Chilton Competition to be held immediately 
after the AGM on Saturday 29th October 2005 at the 
British Philatelic Trust in London. Full rules were 
published in the Journal in 2003 and all new 
members should have received a copy on joining. If 
anyone would like another copy please send a SAE 
or reply coupon to the secretary. Don't forget that 
colour photocopies are acceptable from members 
living outside the EEC. 

SOCIETY'S WEB SITE 
Our web master, Lars Englebrecht, has 

managed to rid our web site of all those annoying 
advertisements and pop-ups that interfere with 
viewing important information. Have a look at the 
new "clean" site on www.postalstationery.org.uk  

AUCTION CATALOGUE 
Once again this year members will have 

received an auction catalogue comprising mainly  

postal stationery items, which has been distributed 
to members by "Collectors Gallery", who are also 
members of the Society. Members can be assured 
that their addresses and other details held by the 
Society are not passed to other people. Collectors 
Gallery do not have members details. 

OCTOBER AUCTION 
Members will have received the Society's 

October Auction Catalogue with this Journal. Due to 
the number of items to be sold it has been 
necessary to run this auction in two parts comprising 
a postal only section and a postal/room bidding 
section. Please note the instructions in the 
catalogue. In particular, even if you intend coming to 
the AGM and to stay for the auction, you must 
submit your postal bids for the first part of the 
auction by the Wednesday before the AGM, ie 26th 
October. If you are not clear about any aspect of this 
auction, please get in touch with the Society's 
auctioneer, Mike Smith. Details of how to do so are 
given on the inside front cover of this issue of the 
Journal. 

PHILATELIC INFORMATION 
One of our ex-members has recently sent me 

a mass of information on matters relating to various 
aspects of postal history, including postal stationery. 
He has obtained this from a number of sources on 
the Internet and I have sorted it into categories and 
linked it together under the following headings. If 
you would like a copy of this information it is free by 
email, but I will have to charge the printing and 
postage costs for anyone wanting a paper copy. 
Some of these are up to 40 pages long! 

a) Air letters (airmail items, airgraphs and air mail 
letter cards) 

b) Balloon Post (relating to the Siege of Paris 
during the Franco-Prussian War) 

c) Forces Mail 
d) John Dickinson (the paper manufacturer —

generally mid 20th century reports) 
e) Mulready (contemporary newspaper reports) 
f) Postal Rates (contemporary newspaper reports 

from the mid 20th century) 
g) War Post (accounts of what was acceptable 

during the Second World War etc) 
h) Wiggins Teape (the paper manufacturer—

generally mid 20th century reports) 

GHANAIAN AIR LETTERS 
One of our new members, Mr P Lakhiani, has 

very kindly donated about 20 copies of Ghanaian air 
letters to the Society so that members can study 
these for watermarks etc. The secretary currently 
holds these air letters and any member wishing to 
borrow them should write to him (address on inside 
front cover). 



Type D with a third 
segment at the top 
(folded under) and 
three gummed flaps 
to close the 
aerogramme. 

Type C with a full 
length segment at the 
side (folded behind) 
but only two flaps to 
close the aerogramme 
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MEMBERS' COLLECTING INTERESTS 
Following on from the list of Members' Collecting Interests issued with the May 2005 Journal, the 

following have also asked for their details to be included. 

COUNTRY OR AREA COLLECTED MEMBER LOCATION 
Nigeria (M) Mr D Harris Kent 
Ghana (aerogrammes) (M) Mr P Lakhiani London 
Great Britain (M) Mr M A Moran Norfolk 
Gibraltar (M) Mr I Edmondson Northern Ireland 
Worldwide (M) Mr G Hughes Buckinghamshire 

If any member would like their details amended or included in this list, they should write to the 
secretary, giving him the relevant details. 

WELCOME TO THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS 
The Society gives a warm welcome to the following members who details are not included in the list 

of members' interests above. 
Mr David Cornelius, Hampshire. 

ALL IN A FLAP 
Whenever there is change there is an outcry; 

voiced by someone, somewhere, in the media. The 
following has been sent in by Duff Malkin reflecting 
a humorous insight into the public's reaction to the 
new style of airletter (Huggins Layout Type D) 
introduced in Great Britain in July 1968. 

He starts with a letter from The London Times 
August 29th, 1968:- 

"Reading by Halves - From Mr. Nigel S. Roberts 
Sir,- What is wrong with the old air letters? 

The Post Office's new aerogrammes are sealed on 
three sides and the fourth is a fold, thus leaving no 
room for letter openers to be got in under the sealed 
folds. But far more annoying, the design of the new 
air letter further ensures that when the folds are 
eventually slit open, the letter will have been cut in 
half. 

Is this another of the G.P.O.'s brilliant 
innovations, backed by the thoughtful consideration 
of the Post Office Users' Council? 

Yours faithfully. 
NIGEL S. ROBERTS 
18 East Stockwell Street, Colchester, 
Essex." 

Duff comments: 
A little problem sometimes ignored by stamp 

dealers who seem to be more concerned with the 
outward appearance of things, and when they do 
notice such tend to: 

a. try and sell the form as complete even 
though a third of it is missing, 

b. affect repairs by way of scotch tape, 
and/or 

c. stuff the separated bit inside, as if to imply 
"this did not happen - full catalogue price, 
please (or more)". 

[Editor - Layout Type D was in use until 1980 
when it was replaced by A4 size. The A4 format had 
first been introduced in April 1972 as a 6p 
'definitive' aerogramme] 



CEYLON PRINTED-TO-PRIVATE-ORDER NEWSPAPER 
WRAPPERS 

The purpose of the paper is to identify eleven 
different PTPO newspaper wrappers bearing post 
office indicia issued in Ceylon between 1894 and 
1913. Two newspapers — The "Times of Ceylon" 
and The "Ceylon Observer" - and one circular 

—Tarrant, Henderson & Co.'s Annual Tea Circular 
-have been identified as having their own PTPO 

wrappers. Elsewhere, Courtis (2004) has drawn a 
distinction between stamped-to-order and 
printed-to-private-order wrappers. Essentially, the 
former are newspaper wrappers that were purchased 
from the post office and as a separate exercise then 
sent to the firm's printer for specific wording to be 
added. Printed-to-private-order wrappers are those 
where the post office printer simultaneously prints 

Professor John K. Courtis 
acapjajc@cityu.edu.hk  

the indicium and the firm's specific details 
presumably in the one operation. De la Rue was the 
printer of the official Ceylon wrappers and probably 
the PTPO types as well. 

Times of Ceylon 

The "Times of Ceylon", an afternoon daily 
English newspaper in Colombo started in 1846 
originally as the "Ceylon Times" and publication was 
continuous for 139 years until 31 January 1985. 
During the 20 year period between 1894 and 1913 
seven PTPO indicia types have been noted by this 
author. 

Illustration 1 
Comparison of PTPO & Post Office wrappers 2c violet 

The first PTPO Times wrapper was the 1894 
(W2) Queen Victoria 2c violet and is compared side 
-by-side with the post office issue in Illustration 1. 
The extra wording on the PTPO wrapper over three 
lines reads: IF NOT DELIVERED PLEASE RETURN 
TO // The "Times of Ceylon." // DAILY & WEEKLY 
EDITIONS. (Line lengths are 53mm, 101.25mm 
and 52mm respectively). The 42mm space 
designated for the address is between two sets of 
109mm double lines 1mm apart. (There are several 
small breaks in the double lines). Additional wording 
appears on two lines beneath the lower double lines: 
Printing and Publishing Offices:- II TIMES 
BUILDINGS, COLOMBO, CEYLON. (Line lengths 
are 55mm and 104mm respectively). The first wore  

within the text box is indented 2.75mm and there is 
a gap between the heading and first line of 1.5mm. 

As well as the additional wording, there are 
two notable differences in printing juxtapositions 
between the two wrappers. The gap between the 
bottom of the text box and the indicium is 53mm for 
the PTPO wrapper, but only 25.5mm for the post 
office issue. Secondly, a vertical line drawn from 
the right hand edge of the text in the text box and 
extended cuts the left tip of "E" of CEYLON in the 
indicium of the PTPO. A vertical line drawn 
similarly for the post office issue cuts the left tip of 
"Y" in CEYLON. 



5c QV gamboge (W3) indicium & text printing 

The second PTPO Times wrapper, also 
issued in 1894 (W3), was the Queen Victoria 5c 
gamboge (light olive) for overseas mailings. This is 
shown in Illustration 2. Although the private 
wording is unchanged, the address gap is slightly 
larger at 43mm between longer 116.25mm double 
lines, and the second and third lines of print are 
100mm and 50.4mm. The bottom lines of printing 
are unchanged in length. A vertical line drawn from 
the right hand edge of the text is 4.5mm to the left of 
the edge of the indicium, in other words it misses the 
entire indicium. For the post office printing the gap 
from a vertical line is 3mm. In this regard the De la 
Rue's setting for the PTPO 5c plate is significantly  

different to the 2c domestic Ceylon issue. However, 
the juxtaposition gaps between bottom of text box 
and top of indicium are unchanged at 53mm and 
25.5mm for PTPO and post office issues. 

King Edward VII issues appeared in 1903 with 
the indicium inscribed CEYLON POSTAGE along 
the top. By contrast, the King George V issue has 
CEYLON at the top and POSTAGE and REVENUE 
as vertical lines facing up and down and bordering 
the King's left sideface. These KE VII and KG V 
indicia, identical to the contemporary adhesive 
designs are shown in Illustration 3. 

Comparison of KE VII and KG V Indicia 



For these issues the boxed six-line text ends 
with the word "or" in the second line. Only the 2c 
violet (W4) and 5c olive (W5) PTPO for "Times of 
Ceylon" have been identified. No 6c red (W6) 
PTPO wrapper has been sighted by this author. 

The 5c olive Times is shown as Illustration 4. 
The distance between the text box and indicium is 
shorter than for PTPO W3 at 50.25mm with no other 
changes to the format. 

King Edward VII 5c olive (W5) with "or" end line 2 

In 1909 a new series of three KE VII wrappers 
were issued with identical indicia, and in the colours 
and denominations as the previous series. The 
wording legend was reset within the boxed 
rectangle. There is now no indentation of the first 
word and the second word commences with lower 
casing "m". The lines of text have increased in 
length from 70.25mm to 72mm and the first word of 
each line is different. The last word "wrapper" is 
indented 8mm from right justification. This is shown 
in Illustration 5. 

With regard to the 2c violet (W7) for domestic 
use, there are other noticeable changes. The 
juxtaposition between text box and indicium is now  

reduced to 27.5mm. The address gap has been 
increased to 51mm between 99mm horizontal 
double lines. Most of the printed lines have different 
measurements: the first three lines are 59mm, 
87mm and 52mm, only the last of these remaining 
unchanged from former issues. The bottom two 
lines of print are now 56mm and 96mm. A vertical 
line from the right hand edge of text when extended 
cuts the indicium at a point in the middle of the letter 
"N" of CEYLON. 

The remaining two issues of the 1909 series 
are the 5c olive (W8) and 6c red (W9) and the 
Times PTPO of these are shown as Illustrations 6 
and 7. The scans make further measurement 
impossible 





















Each form is separated by a thin interleave 
sheet and is perforated to enable it to be 
removed from the booklet. The book was 
originally stitched together with bookbinders 
thread, but this has been removed at some 
time in the past. 

Despite the fact that it is not complete, 
this book of telegraph forms is still an 
interesting item, showing the premium that was 
being charged over the cost of the 20 one 
shilling forms. In Victorian times 20 shillings 
(20/-) equalled one pound (£1). Thus this book 
of forms cost an extra 2d, once again showing 
how the Treasury made sure it did not lose 
money on anything sold to the public. On the 
back cover is an imprint "G&S [403] 50,000 
8/80" which I believe indicates the printer's 
initials, the number of copies printed (the book 
covers of course, not the stamped forms) and 
the date of August 1880. Covers from books 
of telegraph forms are quite rare and this 
imprint suggests that with a print run of 50,000 
for this issue alone, virtually all of the covers 
must have been destroyed. 

Of course in the 19th and first half of the 
20th centuries the receipt of a telegram often 
signalled the arrival of bad news, but this was 
not always the case. Sometimes people were 
just wishing each other well or sending  

greetings to each other. So on 22nd July 1935 
greetings telegrams were introduced with 
colourful surrounds enclosed in their special 
gold envelopes. Although pre-paid forms could 
be purchased for sending normal telegrams, 
none were ever prepared for greetings 
telegrams. 

These new greetings telegrams were 
very popular and numerous designs were 
issued over the years. However both during 
and after the Second World War the service 
was suspended. It ceased from 30th April 
1943 as a result of the shortages of materials 
and resumed again on 20th November 1950. 

The greetings telegram service came to 
an end on 1st October 1982, having been 
replaced by telemessage cards the previous 
year. 

The Bath Postal Museum is open six 
days a week, 11.00am to 5.00pm (less in 
winter). To view the Museum's collection of 
telegram forms or to find out more about 
material held by the museum, phone 01225 
460333 or visit their web site 
bathpostalmuseum. org. 
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